
Pastor’s page: Giving thanks always and everywhere 

“I give thanks to my God at every remembrance of you, praying always with joy 
in my every prayer for all of you, because of your partnership for the gospel from 
the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good 
work in you, will continue to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus.” 
(Philippians 1. 3-6) 

      In 1863, in the middle of the terrible Civil War that took the lives of more 
Americans from the North and the South than any other conflict in our 
nation’s history, President Abraham Lincoln published his ‘Thanksgiving 
Proclamation’. The last Thursday of November was to be set aside as a 
national day of Thanksgiving. He called for a divided nation to step back from 
the horrors of war; and to recognize the goodness of God our creator and his 
love for every human being regardless of their race, nationality or religion. 

      The importance of giving thanks in every circumstance has its origins in 
the Scriptures and our relationship with God. God loves us and will never 
cease loving us. How can we not be grateful for this undeserved and 
unmerited grace of God? 

      One of the hymns that I love to sing is “I say ‘Yes, my Lord’”…“In all the 
good times and all the bad times I say ‘Yes, my Lord’.”  

      Only four months before he declared Thanksgiving Day as a national 
holiday, Lincoln had delivered his famous “Gettysburg Address”. A believer 
in God, he was not a Christian. Not even the death and burial of his son, 
which he describes as the severest trial of his life, led him to embrace Jesus 
Christ. But in a letter to a friend he said “... When I went to Gettysburg and 
saw the graves of thousands of our soldiers, I then and there consecrated myself 
to Christ.” This was a turning point in his life, a life that would soon be cut 
short in his assassination. 

      When the Pilgrims left Plymouth England on September 6, 1620, they 
were leaving a land of persecution hoping that they would finally find the 
religious freedom that they longed for in a new world. They found a harsh 
environment that made their survival perilous. Starvation and sickness took 



half their number in a harsh winter before the first spring came. They 
persisted in their determination and their prayers, supported by native 
Indians. The survivors came together in a shared meal to give thanks to God, 
and so our Thanksgiving had its origins. 

      We have much to be thankful for as Catholics. Our Eucharist, (the Greek 
word means thanksgiving), is our central prayer. We have come to know the 
love of God revealed to us in Jesus Christ. As AA reminds folks in recovery - 
how can we not have an ‘attitude of gratitude’ in all the good times and all the 
bad times? 

Peace, Father Bruce 


